MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 4, 2018

A meeting of the Common Council of the City of Oneida, NY was held on the fourth day of September, 2018 at 6:30 o’clock P.M. in Council Chambers, Oneida Municipal Building, 109 N. Main Street, Oneida, NY.

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Leo Matkze

PRESENT:
Councilors Alan Cohen, Michael Bowe, James Coulthart, Helen Acker, James Chamberlain and Thomas Simchik


ALSO PRESENT:
City Attorney Nadine Bell






City Clerk Susan Pulverenti






City Engineer Eric Schuler 





Fire Chief Dennis Fields





Police Chief Paul Thompson






Supervisor Mary Cavanaugh






Supervisor John Reinhardt






Supervisor Joe Magliocca

OLD BUSINESS

409 Genesee Street

Russ Blanchard, owner of Wolf Oak Acres, said that he is purchasing the property at 409 Genesee Street (former Moose Club/Golf Course).  Mr. Blanchard said that he will be demolishing the old lodge/banquet hall; however, he will need an asbestos survey completed first to determine how he can move forward with the disposal of the debris and whether air monitoring will be required.  City Attorney Nadine Bell stated that she has been in contact with the attorney for the seller.  Attorney Bell recapped all the details surrounding the unsafe proceedings that the City has filed against the current owner.  Mr. Blanchard said that he is seeking permission for the current unsafe proceedings to be removed, noting that it is like a lien against the property, which affects his ability to close the sale. The Fire Chief said that he has no objections to removing the unsafe building.  The City Attorney said that the Council could pass a Resolution to discontinue the pending unsafe proceedings, and she would take care of filing the documents with the County Clerk.  Mr. Blanchard said his immediate plans call for demolition, removal of some trees, planting crops next year, and then he will move forward with the engineering feats to develop the property, which will include installing a water pumping station.  He said he is keeping the other two buildings on the property for his use.  He said that he will be working in phases over the next few years, as this is an expensive venture.  Mr. Blanchard said that would keep the Codes Officer updated with the results of the tests and any other information that is needed.  He thanked the Council and said he will keep Mayor and Council updated with his plans.    
WAIVE RULE TO ACCEPT AGENDA ITEMS

RESOLUTION 18-181

Moved by Councilor Bowe 

Seconded by Councilor Acker  

RESOLVED, that per Resolution 08-180 adopted by the Common Council on August 19, 2008 the provisions of the procedure to accept agenda items is hereby waived. 
Ayes:  6         

Nays:  0  

MOTION CARRIED
RESOLUTION TO DISCONTINUE PENDING UNSAFE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE LODGE/BANQUET FACILITY LOCATED AT 409 GENESEE STREET

RESOLUTION 18-182
Moved by Councilor Bowe 

Seconded by Councilor Cohen 

WHEREAS, Russell Blanchard appeared before the Common Council stating that he is purchasing the property located at 409 Genesee Street, Oneida and will be demolishing the former lodge/banquet facility on said property following the closing, and

WHEREAS, to facilitate the closing on the property, the City’s unsafe proceeding against the property at 409 Genesee Street requires discontinuation, now therefore be it   

RESOLVED, that the unsafe proceeding against the property (lodge/banquet facility) located at 409 Genesee Street, Oneida, be hereby discontinued, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that in the event the demolition of the current structure (lodge/banquet facility) does not occur within 60 (sixty) days after the closing, the City will authorize the Fire Marshal to file the necessary paperwork to resume unsafe structure proceedings pursuant to Chapter 34 of the Oneida City Code.  

Ayes:  6         

Nays:  0  

MOTION CARRIED
Moved by Councilor Bowe
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the regular meeting of August 21, 2018 are hereby approved as presented. 

Ayes:  6        

Nays:  0 
MOTION CARRIED
Councilor Cohen said with respect to the narrative of the final Due Process Hearing at the last meeting, he suggested that the requester of that hearing contact the Office of the Aging, because they provide a number of services.  He also said there are resources available, mentioning NYSERDA.  He said he wanted to be sure that the public was aware of these resources.         
Moved by Councilor Cohen  
Seconded by Councilor Bowe 
RESOLVED, that Warrant No. 18, checks and ACH payments in the amount of $781,350.41 as audited by the Voucher Committee is hereby approved for payment in the usual manner at the discretion of the Comptroller.   

Ayes:  6         

Nays:  0 
MOTION CARRIED

Moved by Councilor Chamberlain 
Seconded by Councilor Acker
RESOLVED, that checks in the amount of $8,793.75 (City Attorney) as audited by the Voucher Committee are hereby approved for payment in the usual manner at the discretion of the Comptroller.   

Ayes:  5           

Nays:  0  
Abstain:  1 (Bowe) 
MOTION CARRIED
ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF 2018
AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF LIMIT 
ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-C

RESOLUTION 18-183
Moved by Councilor Chamberlain  
Seconded by Councilor Simchik 
RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Oneida, Madison County, State of New York, pursuant to the Authority vested in it by law does hereby enact, ordain and hereby adopts Local Law No. 4 of 2018 authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law §3-C as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Intent

It is the intent of this local law to allow the City of Oneida to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing  January 1, 2019 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c. 

Section 2.  Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law §3-c, which expressly authorizes a local government’s governing body to override the property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of said governing body.   

Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override 

The Common Council of the City of Oneida, County of Madison, is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2019 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise prescribed in General Municipal Law §3-c. 

Section 4.  Severability 

If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance is invalid or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered. 

Section 5.  Effective date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Councilor Cohen – Yes
Councilor Bowe – Yes 
Councilor Coulthart – Yes 
Councilor Acker – Yes 
Councilor Chamberlain – Yes 
Councilor Simchik – Yes 
MOTION CARRIED
Councilor Bowe said that this is necessary; however, when the Council goes over the budget, they will continue to try to keep the taxes low.  He said that this Local Law is what gives the Council the ability to go above the limit only if needed and for that reason, he votes yes.  
LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL NOTIFICATION
RESOLUTION 18-184
Moved by Councilor Bowe  

Seconded by Councilor Coulthart 
RESOLVED, that a letter providing 30-day advanced notice for the filing of a renewal application for a Liquor License from Ann M. Barbano, Barbano’s Liquor Store, 121 Phelps Street, Oneida NY 13421 be hereby received and placed on file.  

Ayes:  6          

Nays:  0 

MOTION CARRIED
RECEIVE AND PLACE ON FILE LETTERS RELATING TO 
HARBORING OF CHICKENS IN THE CITY OF ONEIDA
RESOLUTION 185
Moved by Councilor Chamberlain  

Seconded by Councilor Bowe  
RESOLVED, that a letters from Geoffrey & Maureen Snyder, 502 Broad Street, Oneida NY and Edward J. Reid, 476 Foxwood Terrace, Oneida NY relating to the harboring of chickens in the City of Oneida be hereby received and placed on file.  

Ayes:  6          

Nays:  0 

MOTION CARRIED
GRANT AN EXTENSION TO THE SEPTEMbER 21, 2017 
Rehabilitation, Demolition and Purchase AGREEMENT 
FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1178 GLENWOOD AVENUE

RESOLUTION 18-186
Moved by Councilor Cohen  

Seconded by Councilor Acker 

WHEREAS, on or about April 28, 2016, the City of Oneida acquired a tax deed for real property known and designated as 1178 Glenwood Avenue, in the City of Oneida, New York, Tax Map No. 38.74-1-6 (“Property”), and 
WHEREAS, at the May 3, 2016 Common Council meeting, the Property was declared excess property, thereby eligible to be sold for fair market value, and 
WHEREAS, a Purchase Offer for the property located at 1178 Glenwood Avenue, Oneida NY, Tax Map No. 38.74-1-6 was submitted by Robert Britton, PO Box 426, Oneida NY 13421 offering the City of Oneida $100.00, plus the cost of demolition and removal of demolition debris, contingent upon the performance of an environmental analysis to be completed at the expense of the purchaser was accepted by the Common Council at the September 19, 2017 meeting Resolution 17-276, and 

WHEREAS, the Property was also in need of rehabilitation, and the City chose to sell and convey said Property to Robert Britton, PO Box 426, Oneida NY 13421 and obtain a written guarantee, in the form of a “Rehabilitation, Demolition and Purchase Agreement,” that he will perform and accomplish the necessary demolition and rehabilitation within the agreed upon time frame of one-year from the date said Agreement is executed, and

WHEREAS, Robert Britton appealed to the Mayor before the August 21, 2018 Common Council meeting to request an extension to the September 21, 2018 deadline of the Rehabilitation, Demolition and Purchase Agreement executed by the Mayor and Robert Britton on September 21, 2017, as an asbestos survey must be obtained before preceding further; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby grants an extension to November 1, 2018  to the deadline of the original Rehabilitation, Demolition and Purchase Agreement dated September 21, 2017 for property located at 1178 Glenwood Avenue, Oneida NY, Tax Map No. 38.74-1-6.   
Ayes:  5
Nays:  1 (Simchik)
MOTION CARRIED
Mr. Britton, Oneida, stated that a lady from the Department of Labor in Syracuse has control over the asbestos testing that is required for the 1178 Glenwood Avenue property.  He explained various details of how the asbestos testing will need to be done.  Mr. Britton said that he also will need to get the basement inspected and all this could take months. Councilor Acker stated that the Resolution gives him to November 1, 2018 to complete the task.  She said he can come back to the Council if further time is needed.  
Pat Thorpe, Washington Avenue, said that when the City took this property, there were $13,000 in back taxes owed.  She said that there was an offer for $12,000, but the property was sold to Mr. Britton for $100. She said that there was a stipulation that the sale of the property was contingent upon the performance of an environmental analysis to be completed at Mr. Britton’s expense.  She said Mr. Britton was told by multiple people at City Hall that this had to be done, and he just blew everyone off and now he is back wanting more time.  She encouraged the Council not to give him too much time, because he has already had a year to take care of this.    
BUDGET TRANSFERS AND BUDGET AMENDMENTS
RESOLUTION 18-187
Moved by Councilor Bowe

Seconded by Councilor Coulthart

RESOLVED, to approve the following budget transfers/amendments:

AMOUNT
FROM



TO________________AMOUNT

$8,002.09
002.0022.2680


002.8300.0200

$4,995.00




Water-Insurance Recovery
Water-Equipment



002.0022.2680


002.8300.0319

$3,507.09
Water-Insurance Recovery 
Water-General Maintenance



(To allocate funds for a Ferris Replacement mower and to reconstruct the shed at Lake Street destroyed in fire)

$17,000.00
003.0003.0912


003.8110.3029

$17,000.00




Sewer-Fund Balance

Sewer Iron Salts



(To allocate funds for Iron Salts purchase for WWTP)


$105.970.00
002.0002.0912


201.8300.0405

$105,970.00




Water-Fund Balance

Glenmore Dam Rehabilitation

(To allocate funds to Capital Project 11-11 for Engineering Services on the Glenmore Dam Rehabilitation Project)

Ayes:  6 

Nays:  0
MOTION CARRIED

ADOPT VACANT REGISTRY FEES PER LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2017 - §34-18

RESOLUTION 18-188
Moved by Councilor Simchik 
Seconded by Councilor Chamberlain  
WHEREAS, on June 20, 2017, the Common Council adopted the Vacant Registry Fees, as per Local Law No. 2 of 2017-§34-18 to establish a Vacant Building Registry and Maintenance Program, and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Common Council to increase the annual fees for Single Family properties, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby adopts the increased Vacant Registry Fees Schedule, as per Local Law No. 2 of 2017-§34-18 to establish a Vacant Building Registry and Maintenance Program, as follows:      
[image: image1.emf]FEES - Annual  

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Commercial $350 $450 $550 $650

Single Family $100 $150 $200 $250

2-3 Unit $150 $200 $250 $300

4-6 Unit $200 $250 $300 $350

7+ Units $250 $300 $350 $400

FEES - Failure to Comply (added to annual fee)

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Commercial $200 $300 $400 $500

Single Family $50 $100 $150 $200

2-3 Unit $100 $150 $200 $250

4-6 Unit $150 $200 $250 $300

7+ Units $200 $250 $300 $350

FEE SCHEDULE

Local Law No. 2 of 2017 Establish a Vacant Building Registry and Maintenance Program

§34-18 Vacant building registration fees; vacant building file.


Ayes:  6
Nays:  0
MOTION CARRIED

AGREEMENT – INNOVATIVE SURFACE SOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION 18-190
Moved by Councilor Acker 
Seconded by Councilor Simchik  
RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign a three-year Storage Tank and Equipment Rental Agreement with Innovative Surface Solutions, 454 River Road, Glenmont, NY 12077 to allow for utilization of City road de-icing equipment.  
Ayes:  6
Nays:  0
MOTION CARRIED

AUTHORIZATION TO BID
RESOLUTION 18-191
Moved by Councilor Acker 
Seconded by Councilor Bowe 
RESOLVED, to authorize the Purchasing Agent to advertise for bids for Liquid Iron Salts used in Wastewater Treatment. 
Ayes:  6
Nays:  0
MOTION CARRIED

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ADMENDMENT PROPOSAL

RESOLUTION 18-192
Moved by Councilor Chamberlain  
Seconded by Councilor Acker 
RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign an Amendment Proposal from O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc., 333 West Washington Street, PO Box 4783, Syracuse NY 13221-4873 for Engineering Services for Capital Project 11-11 Improvements to Glenmore Reservoir Dam, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Water Superintendent is hereby authorized to expend funds for said Engineering Services for Capital Project 11-11.  
Ayes:  6
Nays:  0
MOTION CARRIED

AGREEMENT – REM FIRE SYSTEMS, INC.

RESOLUTION 18-193
Moved by Councilor Acker   

Seconded by Councilor Simchik  
RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with REM Fire Systems, Inc., 206 S. George Street, Rome NY 13440 for fire/security alarm monitoring at the Kallet Civic Center and Oneida Justice Center.     

Ayes:  6 

Nays:  0
MOTION CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS
Fire Department Grants

Fire Chief Dennis Fields said that the Fire Department received a $36,000 Assistance to Fire Fighters Grant for a new air compressor for the self-contained breathing apparatus.  He said that they also received a $1,500 Forestry grant for equipment. 
Kudos to Police and Fire Departments

Councilor Chamberlain thanked the Police and Fire Departments for their ongoing efforts in resolving the drug situation in Oneida.  He said that he hopes that as more meth labs that are discovered and removed, then less people will come to Oneida to do that.   
100 Years Old
Councilor Acker stated that her father will be 100 years old on September 19, 2018.  She said that he is in very good health and is a very proud World War II Veteran.  She said that as a gift for the man who has everything he needs, she is collecting 100 birthday cards to take to him for his birthday. She said if anyone in the attendance would like wish him a happy birthday, she has cards with her tonight that can be filled out.   She thanked the Council for signing cards. 
Executive Session

The Mayor announced that the Council will be going into Executive Session to discuss three items; litigation, the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property, and a personnel item. The Mayor said no action will be taken following the session.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

RESOLUTION 18-194  

Motioned by Councilor Bowe    

Seconded by Councilor Chamberlain 
RESOLVED, that the meeting is hereby adjourned to Executive Session at 7:06 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property. 

Ayes:  6  

Nays:  0  

MOTION CARRIED

PRESENT:  Mayor, Councilors, City Attorney 

· Discussion relating to a litigation matter. 
PRESENT:  Mayor, Councilors, City Attorney, Supervisor Magliocca

·  Discussion relating to the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property. 
PRESENT:  Mayor, Councilors, City Attorney 

· Discussion relating to a personnel issue.

Motioned by Councilor Bowe 
Seconded by Councilor Simchik
RESOLVED, that Executive Session is hereby adjourned to the regular meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Ayes:  6    

Nays:  0  

MOTION CARRIED

Motion to adjourn by Councilor Bowe 
The regular meeting is hereby adjourned at 8:11 p.m.
CITY OF ONEIDA









_______________________









Susan Pulverenti









City Clerk
