
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
AUGUST 6, 2019 

 
A meeting of the Common Council of the City of Oneida, NY was held on the sixth day of August, 2019 
at 6:30 o’clock P.M. in Council Chambers, Oneida Municipal Building, 109 N. Main Street, Oneida, NY. 
 
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Leo Matzke 
 

PRESENT: Councilors Alan Cohen, Michael Bowe, James Coulthart, Helen 
Acker, James Chamberlain, and Thomas Simchik   

 
ALSO PRESENT: City Attorney Nadine Bell 

     City Clerk Susan Pulverenti 
     City Engineer Eric Schuler  
     Comptroller Lee Ann Wells 
     Police Chief Paul Thompson 

Recreation Director Luke Griff 
Supervisor Mary Cavanaugh 
Supervisor John Reinhardt 

 
Mayor Matzke said that he would like to set the rules for the Public Hearing.  He said that each person 
can speak for 3 minutes, and we are not allowing “I give my three minutes to someone else”.  He said that 
tonight the Council will listen to your concerns, and he reminded the public that this will not be a debate.  
The Mayor stated that there will be no personal attacks. He said that the City Engineer will read the 
names, and that individual will come up to the microphone, state their comments and the timer will begin.  
Mayor Matzke reminded everyone that this is a zoning issue; it is not about the plans.  He said the vote on 
this will be at the first meeting in September, as one of the Councilors will be away on August 20th, and 
we want to have a full contingent of the Council to make the decision, as to whether zoning will be 
changed or not.     

 
PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING MAP AMENDMENT – 409 GENESEE STREET 

 
RESOLUTION 19-182 

 
Moved by Councilor Bowe  
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart   
 

RESOLVED, that the Public Hearing on the Zoning Map Amendment for 409 Genesee Street, be 
hereby opened at 6:35 p.m.  

 
Ayes:  6  
Nays:  0     
MOTION CARRIED 
 

APPEARANCES 
 
Leslie Alvarez, 475 Foxwood Terrace, Oneida, said that she is opposed to changing the zoning on that 
area, because she likes it the way it is.  She said that it would detract from the area. 
 
Kelly Lewin, 616 Deerfield Drive, Oneida, had no comment.    
 
David Rose, 617 Deerfield Drive, Oneida, said his comments are the same as last time.  He moved into 
his home 20 years ago, because it was in a safe, residential neighborhood.  He said he is against this zone 
change, as it would open the property up for any use with no restrictions.  He said that you would be 



voting to allow for any purpose whatsoever, whether it be a factory, shopping mall, etc.  He said that 
opening the land for any purpose is reckless and is not good for the area.    
 
Russell Blanchard, 6470 Creek Road, Oneida, said that he is obviously in favor of the project.  He said 
this property has been neglected for over 20+ years and that there was a condemned building that he 
removed, and the area was cleaned within three days after closing.  He said that he is looking to create 
new jobs for the City.  He said that he is trying to take the property, clean it up and make it into a nice 
area.  He said that the gentleman that spoke before him said that this would be for any use whatsoever; 
however, that is incorrect. He said that this would be zoned commercial and not industrial.  He said that 
they started an on-line petition, and in two weeks, they had over 1,100 people who were in favor of this 
project.  He said that these are people who live and work in our community and would like to see some 
life there, since it has been vacant for over 20+ years.  He presented the petition to the Council, and the 
Mayor said the Council will receive/file it during the regular meeting.  He thanked the Council.  
 
Katrina Blanchard, 6470 Creek Road, Oneida, said that that they are the 5th and 6th generation of Oneida.  
She said that their families have lived here for 100+ years, and they live, work, and run businesses in this 
area.  She said that the last thirty years have been a downward spiral for this area.  She said that we lost 
Oneida Limited, who was a strong hold for this area and for many of you who were working there.  She 
said that we have lost many acres to the Oneida Indian Nation, which has been taken off our tax rolls and 
now we have lost 125 properties here in the City of Oneida to the FEMA project.  She said that is money 
and properties that can never come onto our tax rolls.  She said that we are having major issues with a lot 
that is happening in our community. Our entire demographic has changed, we have lost many of our 
residents, a lot of HUD housing has been coming into Oneida, and our schools are at a 45% poverty level 
for our students and seeing huge issues. She said that they are trying to develop 409 Genesee Street with 
the main impact being commercial businesses.  She said that Oneida does not need more HUD homes, we 
do not need more apartments, but we need people who are here and focused on bettering our community.  
She said we need to salvage what is left of our City, bring back jobs, new employment and new business 
opportunities.  She said that this property has been, since 1947, commercial property.  She said that is was 
a Moose Lodge, a pro-shop and a golf course before Deerfield Drive and or Evergreen ever even existed, 
so please keep that in mind.  She said, yes, it has been vacant for twenty years, but there have been huge 
issues up there in the last twenty years.  It has been vandalized, and the properties were falling apart.  She 
said that within three days of their closing on the property, they removed and cleaned up that building so 
that the City of Oneida did not have to take on that burden.  She said that would have been $250K that the 
Oneida residents would have had to pay for.  She said that they did it, it’s done.  She said that they have 
one of the top venues right here in your own back yard.  She said that they are ranked Top 3 in New York 
State and top 20 in the Nation, and we are trying to do the same with this property. She said that we are 
not trying to devalue anyone’s homes, and if you had seen our current facility, you would realize that.  
She invited anyone who would like to come out and see their facility to do so.  She thanked the Mayor 
and Council.    
 
Mary Friedel, 6440 Germany Road, Verona, said that she has worked with Katrina and Russ for the past 
seven years.  She said that she owns a floral and other business.  She said that she goes there early in the 
morning and leaves at 10:00 pm.  She said that they shut down their venue at 10 p.m. and you won’t hear 
any noise or music.  She said that by the time she leaves at night, there is no one loitering around the 
property.  She said if that is what you are worried about, she can guarantee that Katrina and Russ will not 
let that happen.  She said that what the Blanchard’s want to build there will only be an asset to this City. 
 
Mayor Matzke asked that the speakers please turn toward the Council to be addressed, not just the public.  
 
Donald Skinner, 613 Deerfield Drive, Oneida, said that he came to the last Council meeting night and 
attended the Planning Commission meeting. He said that what happened during the Planning Commission 
meeting was that they had given another 100 ft. on the Deerfield Drive that was reserved, but on the east 
side there was never any 100 ft. given and that is what he spoke about at the last Common Council 



meeting.  He asked that the people on the east side of the property stand up and said that this was never 
approved at the Planning Commission meeting.    
 
Randy Jones, 521 W. Elm Street, Oneida, said that he is involved, not directly, but as a City taxpayer, 
business person and resident who has gone through the same situation only on a smaller level.  He said 
that to him it is progress, and it boils down to impact.  He said that if the impact is too great, then it is not 
worth the progress.  He said that he has heard the disadvantages and has been through the same himself, 
but he has not heard the advantages, noting that this will probably come out at another time, maybe from 
people who are most affected or Council.  He said that he has friends in this group, and people who have 
been very helpful to him, so he will play the neutral card.  He said that this is important, because it affects 
the whole City, not just a large neighborhood.  He said that in 1988, he bought City owned property on 
Fitch Street that had been vacant since about 1970.  He said that he was asked the same questions that we 
are asking now; what’s the advantage, and what are you giving us, because this property had neighbors 
too. He said that his business is relatively small, but impacts those folks directly.  He said that he pled his 
case with the advantage being better than the risk, and they took his word, and for almost twenty years 
now, he has shown this to be true.  He said that in 2012 or 2014, there was City owned property directly 
behind his residence that there was talk about putting residential housing there; not 100 ft. or 40 ft. away, 
but 10 ft. away from his residence.  He said that he fought that and showed the advantage outweighed the 
risk.    He said that the he purchased the property, and the property is maintained by him.  He said that he 
doesn’t want to spend the same amount of money that he did on that property behind his house again.  He 
said that he mows over 3 acres now, he has three great neighbors who enjoy it, and it keeps our 
neighborhood clean.  He said that in his mind, there is tax revenue generated from his business, A & R 
Storage. He said that the opportunity for people to purchase that property has been there for over 20+ 
years.  He said that he looked at it, but it was out of his budget.  He said that he hopes the Council looks 
at what is good for the whole City and for the town.  He added that the housing and medical facilities that 
have gone up in that area have affected others as well.  
     
Scott Arnold, 232 East Grove Street, Oneida, no comment. 
 
Vicki Arnold, 232 East Grove Street Oneida, no comment. 
 
Rich Gauthier, 621 Deerfield Drive, Oneida, said that he recently purchased his house to relocate up here 
after living in New Jersey all his life.  He said that he did a google search to find a home, and one of the 
most important things to him was to not be near factories, commercial applications, traffic lights, or any 
kinds of busy businesses.  He said if he is, he will simply sell his house and move somewhere else.  He 
said that going forward, if we do have that type of business or activity directly in his back yard and he 
wants to sell his house three or four years down the road…would someone want to buy my house?... 
absolutely not… he said he will simply bail, find another place and pay the taxes there.  He said that he 
has a beautiful view, and it looks like that will change dramatically.  He said…will that lower my 
property value…maybe…will I be coming to you for a tax deduction… probably…will I get that 
reduction…probably not.  He continued on stating that when he has his new property and sells his 
property, he is going to tell them that the taxes have remained the same for quite some time, and now they 
have this in their back yard.  He said they are going to say “that’s not fair” and I am going to say that they 
are probably right.  He asked if he could answer any questions of the Council, and the Council had none.  
The Mayor thanked him for his comments.  
 
David Valenti, Valenti Country Estates, Oneida, said that he has owned/managed Valenti County Estates 
since 1977.  He said that he has seen a lot happen up on the “hill” as they call it.  He said that he is very 
much opposed to changing the zoning on a very prime piece of residential property. He asked what if, in 
fact, we get something really big coming into this area, where would we put any new homes or 
development to attract people to the City of Oneida. He said that the Comprehensive Plan that was put 
together years ago was put there for a reason and to flop on that Plan would be negligent on this Ward’s 
behalf.  He said that he would love to see more studies done on the traffic issue that he has complained 
about for years. He said that the mitigation that this developer would have to do for a commercial 



development is going to be tremendous based on what he has seen over the past 40 years.  He said that 
those two items should really be addressed going forward with your decision.    
 
Daren Lynch, 1083 Evergreen Valley Drive, Oneida, no comment.   
 
Shawn Lynch, 1131 Evergreen Valley Drive, Oneida, thanked the Council for their time for all us here to 
voice their opinions.  He said that he spent a lot of money up on Evergreen Valley giving the City a nice 
street and nice homes, and he is proud of that area.  He said that his step-father Don Skinner also gave the 
City a bunch of homes and nice residential area based on the Comprehensive Plan.  He said that the 
Comprehensive Plan has residential on both sides, and now we are considering shoehorning a commercial 
development right in the middle of it.  He said by giving this a C1 zone, you are leaving this wide open 
for commercial truck stops and its wide open for so many other things.  He said that you have commercial 
at Byrne Dairy, but there is another way to do this. He said that you can do a sub-division piece by piece 
where he wants to build first and give him that parcel three hundred feet off the road and have him come 
back with his plan.  He said that you don’t need to approve the entire 40 acres right in the back yards that 
people have enjoyed for 40 years. He said that there are people on the left and right that enjoy their 
backyards. He said that he worried about safety with some of the things that could be brought in with a 
C1 zone, as those houses will be there for 100 years, as they were built to last.  There will be commercial 
and residential that are close together, and the closer you are, the more opportunity there is for trouble. He 
asked that the Council please consider turning down this application when they have the vote.  He said 
this wasn’t much of a change from the last time this was turned down, and it didn’t do much of anything 
for anyone.  He said that you can do a sub-division for the sports store, and then do the rest piece by 
piece, that way the City can keep control over the rest of the parcel.  He said if he has to go through the 
process three times, so be it, noting that Don Skinner was here six or seven times during the process of 
building his development.  He asked that the Council make this a win/win for everyone involved.  He 
thanked the Council for their time.  
 
Jill Christian-Lynch, 1083 Evergreen Valley Drive, Oneida, thanked the Council for this evening said that 
her brother-in-law who just spoke stole her thunder, but she is going to go on.  She said that first, she 
would like to acknowledge the need for economic development in our community. She said it should be 
well thought out based on real data and aligned with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  She said that we all 
see the need when you drive through town that there are empty properties everywhere and in Glenwood 
Plaza alone, there are five spaces vacated by businesses that have failed, including both a sporting goods 
store and a restaurant.  She said that she highlighted these especially, because both of these are on the list 
of facilities that Mr. Blanchard has publically stated he wants to build on the parcel at 409 Genesee Street.  
But those aren’t the only ideas the Blanchard’s publically said that they want to do on this parcel. They 
have also stated in meetings or on Facebook that they might use the land for low income housing, a spa, a 
wedding venue, lodging and office lease space.  They have also said that they simply might sell.   The 
reality is that none of us really know what the Blanchard’s will do with the land, nor as the City Attorney 
has reminded the Council on several occasions, does it really matter in the City’s decision about rezoning.  
She said the according to the NYS SEQR Handbook, the Council must consider the most intensive use of 
commercial zones, because there is nothing to hold the landowner to what he says he will do with the 
property.  Once the property is zoned commercial, it can be sold at a much larger profit or can be used for 
a number of things like a bar, a mall, truck stop, warehouse distribution center, car dealership, hotel or 
even manufacturing.  A vote to rezone a parcel to commercial shows the community that all of you are 
fine with any types of these enterprises being placed on a parcel with residential neighborhoods on three 
sides.  She said that the Council already knows this, as they have voted it down once.  She said she also 
has a concern about the process.  She said that she is at a lot of Council meetings, and she believes that 
citizens deserve a government that follows a thoughtful process, done so in a transparent and equitable 
way.   She said that she cannot help but notice that there are some actions taken by the City that raise 
questions about the process, with first declaring this an Unlisted Action, which we know that it isn’t, and 
the very quick turn around with the City Attorney doing the Full EAF and doing a heck of a sales job with 
it.    
 



Michel DeBottis, 1017 Evergreen Valley Drive, Oneida, said that we are here talking about something 
that means a lot to many people, and he hopes that the Council will pay attention and consider those 
impacts.  He said that he was the City Attorney and has represented developers and commercial 
enterprises in this City for over thirty years. He said that he has never seen a property without subdivision 
have two different tones to it, one is still residential-planned and one is commercial.  He asked that the 
City name one other property in the City where that has taken place, adding that it doesn’t exist.  He said 
that the City is breaking its own rules, and it is unnecessary.  He said that Mr. Blanchard would like to 
place a sporting goods store there, which involves a shooting range, archery range and more.  He said that 
Mr. Blanchard would like to put that on the front of Rt. 5, and Mr. DeBottis said that he doesn’t have a 
problem with that.  However, he said that Mr. Blanchard doesn’t need forty acres to do that.  He said that 
Mr. Blanchard commented that he needed that acreage because the bank requires commercial language, 
and Mr. DeBottis said that is because the bank would need it to foreclose on a failed business, and if that 
happens, then the bank would have control over the property, not the City.  He added that he hoped that 
didn’t happen.  He said that is a concern of many of the folks in his neighborhood.  Mr. DeBottis said that 
he likes the wedding venue idea, but that is not what we are talking about.  He said that we are talking 
about anything that hits within the largest definition of commercial within our city, and it just doesn’t 
belong in there. He said that this property has never been commercially zoned, zoning came after those 
structures were there, and they were grandfathered as little commercial businesses.  He said that the City 
Planning Director said that she could not find any evidence that property was ever zoned commercial.  It 
was zoned outdoor entertainment or something of that nature before the City made the promise to the 
people that are buying around it that the property is Residential-Planned, and now the City is talking 
about putting in something that could be wall to wall commercial if the plans that the Blanchard’s have 
don’t work out.  He said that he wants to believe that the plans they have are true and will work out, but 
what if it isn’t successful because they can’t succeed.  He said, let’s face it, name sporting goods stores in 
Oneida that have succeeded.   
 
Richard Peterson, 407 Fultz Drive, Oneida, with Princeton Park said that they are against the whole 
proposition.  He said for the same reasons you have heard all night long, it is just a wishy-washy kind of a 
deal, and every time we turn around there is something new.   There is 100 ft. given on the Deerfield 
Drive side but nothing on our side.  He said that Mr. Blanchard was with two or three of their people the 
other night and promised 150 ft. on the east side.  It just doesn’t seem right to us, so we are against the 
whole thing.  Mr. Peterson added that he is 90 years old and received an ovation.    
 
Joc Rocco, 1047 Evergreen Valley Drive, Oneida, said the he wanted to listen to everyone’s comments 
and said he guesses that it is a good thing that Mr. Blanchard has a business and wants to come into town.  
He said he has lived in his home for twenty years, and when he moved in, a golf course was there and 
then it went out of business.  He said that he is also a person who lives on Evergreen Valley Drive and he 
has been in business for a long time working for a big company.  He said there has to be a way to make 
everyone happy and to just give Mr. Blanchard carte blanche to do whatever he wants is not the right 
answer.  He said when you are in business you try to listen to both sides.  He said that you can do things 
for both sides so that Evergreen Valley doesn’t have the possibility of something right in their 
neighborhood.  He said that Mr. Blanchard has a business and that’s a good thing, but to give him carte 
blanche for the whole 40 acres to do whatever he wants is wrong.  He said that these are expensive 
homes, noting that that they paid $300K-$400K and said that someday if he wants to sell him home, he 
doesn’t want to have something there which will devalue his home to nothing.  He said that if Mr. 
Blanchard is allowed to build something 100 ft. away from your house, which is not good.  He said that 
the Blanchard’s have some good ideas, and bought the land taking a chance, so he should be allowed to 
build what he wants within limits, but to give him carte blanche to build anything?  He said that the traffic 
is backed up miles up the road during the day and another light cannot be put in there, so if another 
business goes there, you better figure it out, because it takes 10 minutes to get through downtown Oneida 
now. 
 
John Salka, NYS Assemblyman, 214 Farrier Avenue, Oneida said he will hold his comments for now and 
thanked the Council.   



 
Moved by Councilor Chamberlain   
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart    
 

RESOLVED, that the Public Hearing on the Zoning Map Amendment for 409 Genesee Street be 
hereby closed at 7:07 p.m.      

 
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0     
MOTION CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
Moved by Councilor Bowe 
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart    
 

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the regular meeting of July 16, 2019 are hereby approved as 
presented.     

 
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0    
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Moved by Councilor Cohen   
Seconded by Councilor Bowe  
 

RESOLVED, that Warrant No. 15 checks and ACH payments in the amount of $723,859.44, as 
audited by the Voucher Committee, is hereby approved for payment in the usual manner at the 
discretion of the Comptroller.    

  
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0  
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Moved by Councilor Cohen   
Seconded by Councilor Acker  
 

RESOLVED, that checks in the amount of $9,686.25 (City Attorney) as audited by the Voucher 
Committee are hereby approved for payment in the usual manner at the discretion of the 
Comptroller.    

 
Ayes:  5              
Nays:  0 
Abstain: 1 (Bowe)   
MOTION CARRIED  
 

LEASE AGREEMENT 
 

RESOLUTION 19-182 
 
Moved by Councilor Acker  
Seconded by Councilor Bowe   
 



RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign a Lease Agreement with the County of Madison, 
NY to rent the Kallet Civic Center for the General Election on November 5, 2019 and the 
Presidential Primary on April 28, 2020. 

 
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
RECEIVE AND PLACE ON FILE LETTERS  

REGARDING 409 GENESEE STREET ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 
 

RESOLUTION 19-183 
 
Moved by Councilor Bowe   
Seconded by Councilor Cohen 
 

RESOLVED, that that letters relating to the proposed Zoning Map Amendment for 409 Genesee 
Street be hereby received and placed on file as follows:   
 

 Honorable John Salka, Assemblyman 121st District  
 Madison County Sheriff Todd Hood 
 Princeton Park Board Members 
 Petition with 1,127 Signatures from Russell Blanchard 

 
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0  
MOTION CARRIED 
 

TRANSPORTATION LEASE 
 

RESOLUTION 19-184 
 
Moved by Councilor Bowe  
Seconded by Councilor Simchik   
 

RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign a Transportation Lease with the Oneida City School 
District for the annual NYS Fair Senior Bus Trip scheduled for Tuesday, August 27, 2019 in an 
amount not to exceed $550.00. 

 
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0  
MOTION CARRIED 
 

SURETY BOND 
 

RESOLUTION 19-185 
 
Moved by Councilor Cohen   
Seconded by Councilor Acker   
 

WHEREAS, in 2016 the City of Oneida received a NYSERDA Flextech Study of City-owned 
designated facilities and, as a result thereof, the City of Oneida identified certain Energy 



Conservation Measures for implementation which included, in part, the acquisition of street lights 
and the LED conversion of same; and 
 
WHEREAS, in furtherance of the Flextech Study, in September of 2017, the City of Oneida 
entered into a “Project Development Agreement” with Wendel Energy Service, LLC, to develop 
an Energy Savings Performance Contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, by Resolution 19-42, the City of Oneida Common Council subsequently authorized 
the purchase of street lights from Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, d/b/a National Grid, 
including supporting infrastructure and incidental costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, to facilitate such acquisition, the Common Council passed Resolution 19-44, 
wherein the Mayor was authorized to execute an “Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Street 
Lights” and a “License Agreement for Customer-Owned Street and Area Lighting Attachments to 
Utility Poles and Structures” with National Grid, contingent upon review and approval by the 
City Attorney; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 5.3 of the “Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Street Lights,” 
the City of Oneida has an obligation to provide financial security assurance for the performance 
of the “Separation Work,” as defined in the Agreement, in the form of a Surety Bond; and  
 
WHEREAS, to secure the necessary Surety Bond, the City of Oneida is required to have an 
authorized representative duly execute a “General Agreement of Indemnity;” and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4.1 of the Oneida City Charter, the Mayor, as the Chief 
Executive Officer of the City, has duty and obligation to “sign, on behalf of the City, all written 
contracts made by [the Common Council] or any board or officer thereof; now therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby authorizes the Mayor, upon the attestation of the 
City Clerk, to execute any and all documents necessary to secure a Surety Bond, including, but 
not limited to a “General Agreement of Indemnity,” as presented by Haylor, Freyer & Coon, Inc., 
on behalf of Arch Insurance Company, so as to satisfy the financial security obligation set forth in 
Section 5.3 of the “Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Street Lights” entered into with National 
Grid.” 
 

Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0  
MOTION CARRIED 
 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED AUGUST 6, 2019. 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CONVERSION OF STREET LIGHTS 
TO LED, IN AND FOR THE CITY OF ONEIDA, MADISON COUNTY, NEW 

YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $984,172, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $984,172 BONDS OF SAID CITY TO PAY 

COSTS THEREOF. 
 

RESOLUTION 19-186 
Moved by Councilor Cohen  
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart  

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the affirmative vote of not less than two thirds of the total voting strength 
of the Common Council of the City of Oneida, Madison County, New York, as follows: 
 



Section 1. The conversion of street lights to LED, including incidental improvements, in 
and for the City of Oneida, Madison County, New York, is hereby authorized at a maximum 
estimated cost of $984,172. 
 
Section 2. The plan for the financing of such maximum estimated cost is by the issuance of 
$984,172 bonds of said City hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the provisions of 
the Local Finance Law. 
 
Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 
class of objects or purposes is fifteen years, pursuant to subdivision 35 of paragraph a of Section 
11.00 of the Local Finance Law. 
 
Section 4. The faith and credit of said City of Oneida, Madison County, New York, are 
hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the 
same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year 
sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such 
year.  To the extent not paid from other sources, there shall annually be levied on all the taxable 
real property of said City, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the 
same become due and payable. 
 
Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 
issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the 
bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the City 
Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and 
shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said City Comptroller, consistent with the 
provisions of the Local Finance Law. 
 
Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the bonds herein 
authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the 
limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the 
consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue bonds with substantially level or 
declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the City Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer 
of such City.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in 
Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such 
recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the City 
Comptroller shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 
 
Section 7. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if:  
 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said City is not 
authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of 
this resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 
contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such 
publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 
 
Section 8. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 
Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2. Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or 
are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside 
with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

 
Section 9. This resolution, which takes effect immediately upon the final passage thereof, 
shall be published in summary form in the official newspaper of said City for such purpose, 



together with a notice of the City Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the 
Local Finance Law. 
 

Councilor Cohen - Yes 
Councilor Bowe - Yes 
Councilor Coulthart - Yes 
Councilor Acker - Yes 
Councilor Chamberlain - Yes 
Councilor Simchik - Yes 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The Mayor said that this will be paid back in 7.5 years.  Councilor Coulthart said that he and Councilor 
Cohen reviewed the next step along the way in the LED project towards getting it totally up and going.  
The City Engineer said that the way this is paid for is cost savings every year.  He said the City gets 
energy bills every month from National Grid for street light usage and with the more efficient bulbs and 
not having to pay a National Grid Service charge, we will reduce our costs.  The City Engineer said that 
the City is purchasing all the equipment through NYPA, more so than National Grid. He said that 
NYSERDA wasn’t qualified for this.  The City Engineer said that the City is purchasing the arm units, 
which have a twenty year warranty.  He said the only exception is any ornamental poles, as the City owns 
those.  He said that the City will likely have a contractor on retainer should any of the arms/bulbs fail. The 
Mayor said that the National Grid bills have a number of components to them.  The Mayor thanked the 
Comptroller for her excellent work in dealing with National Grid to get the credits due to the City for the 
solar project.  The City Engineer said there is a twenty year life span for an LED bulb in a municipal 
setting.  He said the ornamental lights will be receiving new globes and a couple of new poles will be 
installed on Oneida Street.  City Engineer Schuler said that the contract next before the Council includes a 
warranty clause between the City and the entity we are entering into the agreement with.   
 

CAPITAL PROJECT 19-1 – WENDEL ENERGY SERVICES LLC 

RESOLUTION 19-187 
Moved by Councilor Cohen   
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart    

 
RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign the Final Energy Saving Performance Contract (ESPC) 
with Wendel Energy Services, LLC, in an amount not to exceed $984,172.  
 

Ayes:  6  
Nays:  0   
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The Mayor said gave kudos to our City Engineer for all his efforts on this project, as this was a long time 
coming.  

 
FACILITIES USE AGREEMENT 

 
RESOLUTION 19-188 

 
Moved by Councilor Acker  
Seconded by Councilor Chamberlain    
 

RESOLVED, to authorize the Mayor to sign a Facilities Use Agreement with the  
American Red Cross for use of the Oneida Recreation Center to provide services during a 
disaster. 

 



Ayes: 6  
Nays: 0      
MOTION CARRIED 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS 
 

RESOLUTION 19-189 
 
Moved by Councilor Cohen   
Seconded by Councilor Coulthart    
 

RESOLVED, to approve the following 2019 Budget Amendments/Transfers: 
 

AMOUNT    FROM   TO 
  $1,950.00 002.8300.0436.0000  002.8300.0324.0000 
    Water Contingency  Meters & Parts 
  (To allocate funds to the purchase of a water meter) 
 
  $1,610.00 002.0022.2265.000  002.0002.0889.0000 
    Water Sale of Equipment Water Vehicle Reserve 
 
  $11,549.00 001.0022.2665.0000  001.0001.0889.0000 
    Sale of Equipment  General Vehicle Reserve 
  (To allocate funds received from the sale of equipment to Vehicle Reserves) 
 
  $4,100  001.0022.2665.0001  001.0001.0889.0000 
    Sale of Equipment-Enterprise General Vehicle Reserve 
  (To allocate funds received from the sale of Police vehicle to the vehicle reserves) 
 
Ayes:  6  
Nays:  0     
MOTION CARRIED 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Matzke said that tomorrow is National Purple Heart Day.  He said that there is a silhouette with a 
purple wreath in front of City Hall to honor all those who were awarded the Purple Heart and also it is 
noted on the sign out front.  He asked that everyone please give our utmost respect to those brave men 
and women and say thank you for their service. 
 
Jill Christian-Lynch, Oneida, commended the City Clerk on her City Facebook page.  She said that it is 
full of information and events and appreciated her time and efforts.  Mrs. Christian-Lynch said that it is an 
extra effort for the City Clerk.    
 
Kelly Lewin, Oneida, complained about the traffic problem on Rt.5 near her home.  Councilor Bowe said 
that he has been fighting with the NYS DOT since 2013.  He said that he has worked with the Traffic 
Safety Board, had the Mayor send a letter, and he has met with Assemblyman John Salka at the site.  The 
Police Chief said that the City Police enforce traffic in that area, but the rules are made by NYS, as it is a 
State highway.  The Mayor said that dealing with the NYS DOT is a very hard project cited by the loss of 
parking spaces in downtown near Byrne Dairy. Councilor Bowe said that he will be following up with 
Assemblyman Salka, as he was instrumental in Canastota keeping their traffic light, and said that he 
would be meeting with me and the City Engineer.  Councilor Coulthart said that a traffic light was not 
placed by Sayles Street because of the semis coming uphill in the winter weather.  He said that the most 
useful solution would be to get a consistent speed.  Ms. Lewin agreed, stating it needs to be consistent 



from Walmart into the City.  He said that he comes out of Sayles Street each day to go to work and the 55 
mph sign is just 250 ft. beyond that intersection, noting that most people coming up the hill see that sign 
and speed up before they get to it.  Councilor Bowe said that Lenox Ave. is controlled by two traffic 
lights, and the speed limit is 45 mph.  Councilor Bowe said he has sent multiple facts to the DOT.  
Councilor Coulthart said that the more mail Senator Salka receives regarding this traffic issue will cause 
more attentiveness to this issue.   
 
Kelly Lewin, Oneida, questioned where the City is relating to the Baker reservoir.  The City Engineer said 
that they starting filling it late today.  He said that the jetter was being used today to do some fine tuning 
before filling it with clean water, which caused quite a bit of dust.   The Mayor said that over 2 ft. of gunk 
was removed.   
 
Michel DeBottis, Oneida, stated that the Oneida Rotary Club has their annual Thanksgiving dinner at the 
Kallet each year.  He said that everything is donated for the entire event, adding that this is the only 
dinner for many folks.  He asked for the protocol now that the City is running the facility. He said that 
this event is purely charitable and hoped that City would donate use of the building as well. The Mayor 
asked that the Rotary fill out an application and provide it to the Recreation Director, and he will bring it 
to the Council, and the Mayor said that we will see what we can do. The Recreation Director said that the 
rate for non-profits/benefits would be $45 per hour.  The Mayor said that the Council will discuss this 
matter further.           
 
Motion to adjourn by Councilor Chamberlain                                                                            
 
The regular meeting is hereby adjourned at 7:34 p.m.  
 
        CITY OF ONEIDA, NEW YORK 
   
 
        ___________________________ 
             Susan Pulverenti, City Clerk  




